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Students 
Conditioned 
Against the 


Message 


Ignoring to all practical purposes a change of perspective wrought out 
over four centuries of cultural advances amounts to a serious declen- 
sion. It is a terrible thing for Christianity to allow itself to get out 
of touch with the world of men and affairs which is its mission field. 
I recently directed a university retreat in the “Bible Belt.” There I 
found myself confronted by a generation of students who had been 
“conditioned” against the evangelical message. A discreet inquiry re- 
vealed that in practically every case they had been submitted to obso- 
lete pressure methods of approach. It further appeared that quite a 
number of the younger instructors had already known a similar revul- 
sion and, as a result, turned to Unitarianism. Moreover, currently 
available books had hardly proved a help. What purpose is ever served, 
may I ask, by reprint editions of obsolete theological dissertations, 
whose essential merit today is that they act as tranquilizers for cases 
of religious misoneism? What this means is that the vacuum which 
has naturally appeared during the last fifty or sixty years in the pro- 
duction of ultra-conservative Biblical literature, is being artificially 
filled... . The cultivation of obsolescence in this age of intense scien- 
tific progress truly has become an end in itself in a whole area of tra- 
ditionalism. . . . § It is in many respects commendable to proclaim to 
a large gathering, “The Bible says . . . and the Bible says . . .” as if 
nothing of importance had ever happened since the later days of the 
Reformation to affect the total picture. Yet the receptive listener 
who steps forward is likely to find out for himself sooner or later that 
even the India paper which bears the sacred text is no longer negotiable 
at face value. Not that the text itself has lost any of its significance. 
Quite the contrary. It commands higher value than ever before, and 
this to the last word. It is merely that it has been identified as a dated 
and culturally conditioned human record of God’s disclosure. Any 
profession of faith and statement of beliefs accordingly must proceed 
from both the account of events and the meaning actually implied 
in them in a given social and cultural context.—EMmLE CalmLuieT of 
Princeton Seminary in The Recovery of Purpose, just published by 
Harper & Bros., New York. 











Letters to the Editors 





Should a Presbytery Enforce its Rules? 





St. Petersburg Church 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Since I have seen no comment from 
anyone else, I feel constrained to com- 
ment on the experience of Westminster 
Presbytery in its litigation in regard to 
the property of the Central Presbyterian 
Church of St. Petersburg, Fla. I note 
in the Minutes of the last General Assem- 
bly that while the presbytery got the 
property it lost the people, reporting only 
32 for total membership, and 384 losses. 
In other words, it retained less than 10% 
of the membership of the church and 
reported total contributions for the year 
of only $915. (The preceding year it 
reported 481 members and contributions 
of over $40,000.) 

In view of these facts the question 
naturally rises in our minds, is it worth 
it? Is it worth it to antagonize so many 
people and to engender so much bitter- 
ness, and to give the Presbyterian Church 
such a bad name in the eyes of the com- 
munity-at-large, to say nothing of using 
civil law in a secular court—and that in 
the face of 1 Cor. 6:1-7. It would seem 
patent and evident for all to see that the 
blessing of the Lord is not upon such 
action. 

Wa. C. CUMMING. 
Hugo, Okla. 

NOTE—Several ministers in the St. Pe- 
tersburg area who were conversant with the 
facts in this case were asked to comment 
on the Cumming letter, as they have done 
below.—Editors. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


The minister of Central church 
was deposed by the presbytery. The prop- 
erty, as all church property, is held in 
trust, to be used for the purposes desig- 
nated. People of many generations con- 
tribute to its work. It is not within the 
power of any officers or any group with- 
in the church to “give” this property to 
anyone or group as they see fit. The 
honor and integrity of the church demand 
that we keep our trust as his stewards. 
The Central church case is only an ex- 
ample of our endeavoring to maintain the 
honor and integrity of the church. 

Since the property was returned to us a 
new minister has been installed, the 
church has taken on new life and is now 
carrying on its useful work in the name 
of the Lord. Statistically, there has been 
some mistake in the figures quoted. ... 

JOHN B. Dickson. 
Tampa, Fla. 


Obviously Mr. Cumming is totally un- 
aware of the situation here at Ceneral 
church prior to the reorganization of the 
church on Oct. 26, 1958, and since that 
time. 

It is also obvious that he has not care- 
fully studied the statistical report of the 
churches to the General Assembly. The 
last complete report to the General As- 
sembly by the Central church prior to 
1958 was for the year 1952-53. Central 
church reported at that time five elders, 
12 deacons, 406 members and total con- 
tributions of $17,910. The only informa- 
tion for the years 1953-57 is five elders, 
12 deacons (with the exception of 1957), 
406 members and no contributions what- 
ever. 


Central church did report at the end 
of 1958 one elder, ten additions, 32 mem- 
bers, 384 losses and total contributions of 
$915. This report, however, was for only 
two months instead of “the year” as 
stated by Mr. Cumming. 

Mr. Cumming seems to have made the 
mistake of reading the statistical report 
of the Lakeview church in St. Petersburg 
for 1957 and crediting that report to the 
Central church, which is listed just ahead 
of Lakeview. At the end of 1957 Lake- 
view reported a membership of 481, total 
contributions of $40,208, the statistics 
quoted for Central church. It appears 
that he just misread the Assembly’s Min- 
WEOS. . « « 

FREEMAN B. PARKER. 
Central Church, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

(1) Central church in what appeared 
to be an irregular meeting of the con- 
gregation voted and did withdraw from 
the Presbyterian Church. 

(2) The pastor by his failure to heed 
the summons of presbytery was dismissed 
from the Presbyterian ministry. 

(3) Legal action was taken only be- 
cause the dissident and rebellious pastor 
and members of the congregation refused 
to vacate the building. 

(4) The only power that I know of to 
vacate a situation like this is that of the 
courts of our land. 

(5) The reason for the much smaller 
membership is explained above, and that 
is, that all withdrew and this was before 
presbytery took any action, and before 
there was any legal procedure. ... 

(7) The minutes of the so-called pre- 
vious year will show exactly zero reported 
all across the line except Membership: 
405. The year before it was the same 
story. This means one thing—that noth- 
ing was given that could be recognized 
in Presbyterian fashion, no report made 
to presbytery, and the membership figure 
of 405 was probably carried over by the 
clerk of presbytery merely because the 
situation was not litigated and that was 
the last figure he had available.... 

ALTON H. GLASURE. 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 


— As for “losing” the membership 
of Central church, I wish someone could 
tell us how to prevent a “Bible” Presby- 
terian from leading a great many fol- 
lowers from some of our fine churches. 
It is happening every so often here in 
Florida and we do not seem to be able to 
stop it. 

The litigation occurred when they tried 
to take the church property, originally 
given by the St. Petersburg First Pres- 





Was it a 
NEW WORD? Misoneism? 


That is, Dr. Cailliet’s word— 
misoneism—in the cover quotation 
for this issue? 

In case you did not have a dic- 
tionary available, if you needed 
one, it means: hatred of innovation 
or change. 











byterian Church, with them. The courts 
very properly refused to allow this, fol- 
lowing abundant precedent. . In due 
time the Central church will again be a 
factor in the advance of Christ’s Kingdom 
in St. Petersburg and Westminster Pres- 
bytery. 
THOMAS P. JOHNSTON, 

Dunedin, Fla. 


Central church reported to presbytery 
for 1952 a total membership of 406 mem- 
bers and benevolent contributions of less 
than $4,000. More than half of the benev- 
olent contributions as reported went to 
unexplained miscellaneous benevolences. .. 

For many years prior to 1952, Central 
church failed to share in the work of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. §., taking no 
part in presbytery’s activities for young 
people or Women of the Church and 
failing to support the church’s benevolent 
program. 

In 1953, a majority of the members of 
that congregation renounced the juris- 
diction of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
It is probable that presbytery was remiss 
during the long years in which it ignored 
the failure of Central church to have a 
real loyalty for the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., and its standards. 

The outcome of this whole situation has 
been exceedingly sad, as it must be wher- 
ever there is controversy and dissension 
and schism in the church of Christ. 

DANIEL P. McGEACHY, JR. 
Clearwater, Fla. 


. . . The case was dealt with by West- 
minster Presbytery in the full Presbyte- 
rian fashion. No Christian worth his salt 
could have condoned the action of the 
pastor of that church in the most unethi- 
cal maneuvering that forced the congrega- 
tion out of the Presbyterian Church. 
Presbytery had to act as it did or stand 
condemned for neglect of duty. 

The losses would not have been so great 
had it not taken four years for the court 
to render a decision. By that time many 
who would have remained in the Presby- 
terian Church, and who were prevented 
from attending Central by the ruthless 
action of the pastor, were forced to join 
other churches. Central is now a growing 
church under the direction of a dedicated 
minister and, given time, will redeem its 
good name.... 

As one who has been a pastor in St. 
Petersburg for 24 years, I am quite un- 
aware of our church having acquired a 
bad name. Neither do I know of bitter- 
ness engendered. When the high court 
of Florida rendered its decision, the peo- 
ple accepted the verdict as law-abiding 
people do. 

As to the blessing of God not being 
on such action, all I can say is that when 
I attended the installation of the new 
minister last May there was a spirit pres- 
ent such as I had not felt in the previous 
23 years I have known that church. The 
church felt to me at least to be under 
the blessing of God, and a lot of others 
seem to feel that way too. 

J. G. HUTCHINSON. 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 


EDITORIAL, page 9 








Thanks 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I cannot “Keep house” without THE 
OvuTLOoK in either Japan or the United 
States! 

TOKYO AND CINCINNATTI. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class postage paid at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook Publishers 
Inc., 512 East Main Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. Telephone 
MILTON 9-1371; night, ELgin 8-6987. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 








e AMERICAN METHopiIstTs have been 
challenged by Dean Walter G. Muelder 
of the Boston University School of The- 
ology to identify themselves “more fully 
with the so-called common people, or we 
cannot win the cities or keep the country- 
side.”. .. e RomMAN CartHo tics through- 
out the world are reported at 527,643,000 
—18.3% of the population, an increase 
of one-tenth of one per cent....e IN 
BUDAPEST a new constitution “adapted 
to changes in the social order” is being 
prepared for the Hungarian Reformed 
church, the country’s largest Protestant 
body. . . . e THE CRITICAL SHORTAGE 
of priests in Latin American was one of 
the major topics discussed at an inter- 
American episcopal conference in Wash- 
ington which recently brought together 
22 bishops of the Roman Catholic 
Church. e Baptists IN Massa- 
CHUSETTs have initiated plans to sponsor 
50 refugee families, mostly Dutch In- 
donesians, and also some from Hungary, 
Jugoslavia and Germany. ... e Four- 
TEEN PROFESSORS from eleven Method- 
ist theological schools recently adopted 
a resolution in Evanston, IIl., calling on 
denominational and lay leaders to “main- 
tain Methodism’s historic emphasis on 
freedom of the pulpit.”.... e THE FIRST 
Southern Baptist congregation in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., has been formally organized 
with 97 charter members. ... e KANSAS 
City, Mo., officials have ordered the 
municipal zoning code amended to per- 
mit church construction in the most re- 
stricted residential districts. ...e THE 
LUTHERAN CHuURCH-MissouRI SyNop 
has accepted an invitation from the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council to explore co- 
operative activities between the two 
groups. ... @ SEVERAL PASTORS have re- 
signed from the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in protest over their de- 
nomination’s failure to sever relations 
with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Syn- 
od which they accuse of “unscriptural 
conduct.” The Missouri Synod group is 
accused of departing from its historic 
conservative position and engaging in 
certain “unionistic”’ practices, including 
sponsorship of Boy Scout troops, military 
chaplains, joint prayer with other Lu- 
therans and similar expressions of fel- 
lowship with churches not in doctrinal 
agreement with the Wisconsin synod.... 
e In Toxyo 15,000 united in a service 
marking 100 years of Protestant missions 
in Japan. 


Blake Ils Making 
African Tour 


Stated Clerk Eugene Carson Blake of 
the United Presbyterian Church, USA, 
is visiting the Union of South Africa to 
participate in a consultation related to 
the World Council of Churches and to 
discuss the ecumenical movement with 
churchmen there. 

Following conferences with leaders of 
the Dutch Reformed Church, the Presby- 
terian Church and others, he will go to 
the Cameroun and he hopes to confer 
with Christian leaders in Ghana and 
Nigeria as well. 

Dr. Blake is seeking to foster a greater 
community of feeling between churches 
in Africa and those in the United States 
and elsewhere. His trip will also help 
establish contacts, gather information, 
and solicit cooperation for an African 
program in his denomination next year. 
Tentative plans include using several 
African Christians for evangelistic work 
in American congregations, forming an 
international seminar to visit Reformed, 
Presbyterian, and possibly other churches 
in Africa, sending a caravan of Amer- 
ican youths to the Cameroun or Ethiopia, 
initiating a junior year abroad in Ghana 
for college students, and making a spe- 
cial study of American business interests 
in Africa. 

Following a conference in Johannes- 
burg he expects to return to the states 
December 19. 


PROMINENT EDUCATOR 
IS HEAD OF SHIKOKU 


The former president of Meiji Gakuin 
in Tokyo and adviser to the Central Ed- 
ucation Advisory Committee under Gen- 
eral MacArthur, which drafted the pres- 
ent educational law in Japan, has been 
inaugurated as the president of Shikoku 
Christian College in Zentsuji. 

In a tribute paid to Tsuraki Yano, the 
new president, he was described as being 
“to the Japanese education profession 
what the Bank of Japan is to the banks. 
As it is ‘bank of banks,’ so Dr. Yano 
is ‘teacher of teachers,’”’ according to 
President Yukio Oizumi of Kagawa Uni- 
versity. 

Dr. Yano is an elder of the Fujimicho 
church in Tokvo. He served on the 
boards of several colleges and universi- 
ties in Japan. 

James Cogswell, Presbyterian, U. S., 
missionary, is chairman of the board of 
trustees of Shikoku. 


McIntire Group 
Going to Korea 


CoLiincswoop, N.J. (RNs) — Carl 
McIntire, president of the International 
Council of Christian Churches, an ultra- 
fundamentalist group, announced here 
that he and three other council leaders 
will go to South Korea to provide sup- 
port for a dissident minority of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Korea. 

Leaving with Dr. McIntire are J. Gor- 
don Holdcroft, president of the ICCC’s 
The Associated Missions; Arthur G. 
Slaght, chairman of the council’s radio 
and television commission; and Clyde 
J. Kennedy, president of the American 
Council of Christian Churches, sister 
organization of the ICCC. 

Dr. McIntire said the team will “con- 
duct a vigorous campaign of preaching 
and enlightenment throughout the whole 
land of Korea with the hope that vir- 
tually the entire Christian movement in 
Korea will repudiate the modernism, in- 
clusivism, and compromise of Christian 
doctrine in the World Council of 
Churches.” 

The Korean Church was split by the 
dissident group at its General Assembly 
in Taejon recently because the denom- 
ination refuses to sever its membership 
in the World Council and because it 
recognizes the new name of the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA. 

Calling itself the National Association 
of Evangelicals party (not affiliated with 
the NAE in the U.S.), the minority op- 
poses WCC membership and the Amer- 
ican Church’s new name on the ground 
that the word “United” implies endorse- 
ment of the ecumenical movement. 


Seven of the nine living former mod- 
erators of the Korean General Assembly 
have united in an appeal for the unity 
of the church. 

Looking toward the November 24 re- 
convening of the General Assembly, the 
moderators “assert and hope that all the 
pastors in our General Assembly would 
keep the tradition of our seventy years 
church history, sharing neither NAE nor 
ecumenical movement.” The NAE re- 
fers to the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals, a Korean non-cooperative em- 
phasis. 

The Assembly which was convened in 
Seoul following the September turmoil in 
Tae-jon is regarded by the moderators 
as illegal in terms of a General Assem- 
bly. They say: 


“The reason why is that no body or any 








group cannot call the General Assembly 
after the Moderator announced the pro- 
rogation of the Assembly, and it is abom- 
inable to raise non-confidence bill after 
the prorogation of the Assembly. Our 
constitution and the rules do not allow 
such deeds and the moderator has the 
right to prorogue the Assembly when it 
met the confusion.” 


Foreign missionaries are urged by the 
moderators to assist in unifying the 
church “without destroying the merits of 
70 years mission history in Korea,” and 
a special welcome is extended them to 
attend the November Assembly. 

A further appeal is made to each pres- 
bytery and congregation that they not be 
divided or neutralized. The moderators 
declare that the members of the Korean 
NAE “among us” have withdrawn from 
the NAE for the sake of the peace of the 
church. 


Church’s Aid Offered 
In Steel Negotiations 


CHICAGO (RNS)—The top administra- 
tive official of the United Presbyterian 
Church, USA, has offered the “good 
offices” of his denomination to aid in 
settling the steel strike. 

“Tt is time, I believe, for the American 
people to make it clear that the strike 
must be settled promptly and that they 
will not countenance any dilatory delay 
on either side of the negotiations,” said 
Eugene Carson Blake of Philadelphia, 
stated clerk of the church’s General As- 
sembly. 

He spoke here at the 15th anniversary 
dinner of the Presbyterian Institute of 
Industrial Relations, located on the Mc- 





Intercepted Correspondence 


TO THE SELMA “LAYMEN” 
(COPY ) 
FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 
Red Springs, North Carolina 
Presbyterian Laymen, Inc. 
Box 396 
Selma, Alabama 


Dear Sirs: 


This will acknowledge your attack on 
the moderator of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, consisting of several 
pages of printed matter. 

I must answer this amazing indict- 
ment, although it is probable that I can- 
not remain as unresentful and forgiv- 
ing as I know the moderator himself 
would be. 

If anybody’s orthodoxy has been ex- 
amined with a microscope, debated, dis- 
sected, and fully approved by our 
church, it is that of Ernest Trice 
Thompson. I cannot believe that God 
will prosper this business. Certainly I 
shall pray that your venture may meet 
with as abject failure as any project 
ever undertaken. 

The communication is all the more 
contemptible because it carries no sig- 


natures. Sincerely yours, 


Price H. Gwynn, Jr. 
Dean of the College. 


Cormick Theological Seminary campus. 

Dr. Blake said he is sure that “part 
of the difficulty” in the negotiations is 
“moral and spiritual, having to do with 
inner attitude and desire.” 

“For this reason . . . I hereby make 
available the good offices of the United 
Presbyterian Church for any possible 
help we may be able to give in the set- 
tlement of the steel strike,” he declared. 


Bible Presbyterians 
Bid for Former UPs 


Dissatisfaction and possible withdraw- 
al from the United Presbyterian Church 
in the USA on the part of former United 
Presbyterian ministers is being stimu- 
lated and encouraged by a Bible Presby- 
terian (Covenant, or St. Louis, branch) 
in the November issue of The Bible 
Presbyterian Reporter. 

The leading article consists of “An 
Open Letter to Former United Presby- 
terians,” by Jay E. Adams, general sec- 
retary of the Committee on National 
Missions. 

Mr. Adams reminds his readers that 
several years ago many ministers and 
congregations of the former U. P. church 
expressed the conviction that in the event 
of union they would be likely to consider 
seriously the matter of withdrawal from 
the new body. He says, however, since 
union has come “very few of those who 
voted negatively have withdrawn.” 





Small Encouragement 


He has also visited among former 
United Presbyterian ministers and he 
reports little inclination on their part 
to leave the new church. In his appeal 
he asks: 


“Can you in good faith recommend 
that new converts unite with this denom- 
ination when it is likely that the next 
man who fills your pulpit will be a wolf 
and not a shepherd? Can you conscien- 
tiously attend the courts of your church 
and allow the votes of ordained women 
determine the work of Christ when you 
know that their very presence in an offi- 
cial capacity in sessions, presbyteries, 
synods, or Assembly, is a blatant violation 
of the revealed will of God? Can you go 
along?. .. 

“Will not your very presence in the new 
church cause you to sin?” 


Coming down to his specific appeal 
and invitation he says: 


“I heartily commend for your consid- 
eration the Bible Presbyterian Synod. I 
never knew joy in working with a denom- 
ination until I left the United Presby- 
terian church and joined this group.... 
I do not mean to imply that the Bible 
Presbyterian Church is perfect, or that 
we have not had our difficulties in the 
past. May I assure you that these are 
thoroughly ironed out. ... May I assure 
you too, that both this office and I per- 
sonally stand ready at all times to assist 
you in every way possible to make the 
step which I have urged. We will be 
happy to suggest procedures and even to 
come to present the claims of our church, 
or to discuss the issue in question with 
your congregation... .” 
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EIGHTH: The name and address of each incorporator is as 


follows: 


John B, Ames 


P. O, Box 396 


Selma, Alabama 


oO, L. Green 


Bobbie H. Ames 


Selma, Alabama 


Selma, Alabama 





THREE PEOPLE—A photostatic reproduction of the charter of Presby- 

terian Laymen, Inc., shows the incorporators as John Ames, his wife, and 

an employee of Ames. The clipping above from the New York Times 
shows the prominence given to the story written from Jackson, Miss. 
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A PRESBYTERY'S UNANIMOUS FINDINGS 


Since recently circulated charges from Selma, Ala., have 
based their appeal on a 1940-41 publication of charges found 
unanimously to be without substance by East Hanover Pres- 
bytery and since the report of an investigating committee at 
that time has never been published except in official Minutes, 
it seemed fitting to provide this report for OUTLOOK readers. 
—EDITOR. 


Report of Committee on Glasgow Pamphlet 

Your committee which in compliance with the request of 
Dr. Thompson, was “appointed to make a thorough investi- 
gation of charges preferred by Mr. Tom Glasgow against Dr. 
E. T. Thompson and examine him with regard thereto,” has 
had two meetings. It met in Richmond, Virginia, on November 
15th and November 20th, 1940. Previous to these meetings, 
each member of the committee had studied carefully the pam- 
phlet, “Shall the Southern Presbyterian Church Abandon its 
Historic Position?” written by Mr. Tom Glasgow of Charlotte, 
North Carolina, in which charges were made against Dr. E. T. 
Thompson and circulated throughout the church in the fall of 
1940. 

Although Mr. Glasgow claims in his pamphlet to attack Dr. 
Thompson only as a professor, the implications of the pamphlet 
are of such a character that they question Dr. Thompson’s 
orthodoxy as a minister. This committee, therefore, is pro- 
ceeding to an investigation in accordance with Paragraph 183 
of the Book of Church Order. 

Dr. Thompson met with the committee, and the details of 
the pamphlet were gone over carefully. In this examination of 
the pamphlet, Dr. Thompson was given an opportunity to 
answer the charges made against him, and ample time was 
used in questioning him on the many points in the pamphlet. 
The committee also examined in detail the articles on the Sun- 
day school lessons in the Presbyterian of the South [a pred- 
ecessor of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK] from which Mr. 
Glasgow quoted in his pamphlet. 

Your committee submits its findings to the presbytery under 
three general heads: A Consideration of Some of the Charac- 
teristics of the Pamphlet; An Analysis of the Charges Con- 
tained in the Pamphlet; and “A Confession of Faith” sub- 
mitted by Dr. Thompson. 


1. A Consideration of Some of the Characteristics of 
the Pamphlet. 

As presbytery knows, the distribution of Mr. Glasgow’s 
pamphlet was contrary to the following action of our General 
Assembly in 1934, which says: 

“The General Assembly expresses its emphatic disapproval of 
the practice of circulating pamphlets or letters or articles 
through the church attacking the orthodoxy or Christian char- 
acter of ministers or courts of the church; 

“And lays a solemn charge upon its ministers to bring charges 
against ministers or courts of the church only in the regular 
way set forth in the Book of Church Order.” (Minutes 1934, 
Page 34.) 

Your committee was somewhat puzzled by the language on 
the title page of the pamphlet. In designating the document 
as a plea for common honesty, is there an implication of dis- 
honesty? If so, is the church being charged with dishonesty, 
or is that one of the charges against Dr. Thompson? The 
author does not make this point clear. Then there is the ex- 
pression, “Exposing the attack of Dr. Ernest Trice Thompson 
of Union Theological Seminary, upon the standards of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States.” There appears to 
be in this language at least an intimation that Dr. Thompson 
had made some effort to conceal his position. Since Dr. 
Thompson has published fully and freely his views, such a 
charge does not appear to be supported by the facts. 

Your committee questions the propriety of Mr. Glasgow’s 
insistence upon a private conference with Dr. Thompson “in 
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the presence of a competent court reporter’ with a view to 
examining him concerning his soundness in the faith. Mr. 
Glasgow says in the pamphlet: 

“I have, in writing, twice requested Dr. Thompson for a per- 
sonal conference at which these matters might be discussed and 
his position thereon cleared. I have advised him that should he 
be vindicated in such discussion, I would pledge to him the 
use of all means within my power to dispel the unrest which his 
writings and utterances have caused and to clear him of the 
criticism which these views have provoked. I have suggested 
that he associate with him in such conference such persons as 
he might elect. My one condition has been that there also be 
present, at my expense, a competent professional court reporter 


in order that there be an accurate record thereof for him, and 
for the church.” 


Dr. Thompson states that in reply to the request of Mr. Glas- 
gow for an interview “in the presence of a competent profes- 
sional court reporter” that he expressed his willingness to be 
examined by any competent body, or that he might bring his 
charges before East Hanover Presbytery or the Board of Trus- 
tees of Union Theological Seminary. 

It appears to your committee that Mr. Glasgow’s charges 
against Dr. Thompson are based upon assumptions, which, to 
say the least, are of questionable validity. 

FIRST: There is the assumption that a professor in one of 
our Theological Seminaries must accept the interpretation that 
has been placed upon our standards by those who have pre- 
ceded him in the church. Says Mr. Glasgow: 

“Since Dr. Lacy confirms that Drs. Strickler, Johnson and 

Smith—the three last professors to hold the Chair of Theology 
at Union, followed Warfield and taught his views to their 
students, I feel that it is fair to assume that Warfield sets 
forth ‘the historic position of our church’ and ‘the historic inter- 
pretations’ of those positions.” 
Your committee calls attention to the fact that neither in the 
ordination vow of a Presbyterian minister nor in the obliga- 
tion assumed by a professor in Union Seminary is there a 
requirement that he shall accept anyone’s interpretation of our 
doctrinal standards. The sole requirement is that he shall be 
loyal to the standards themselves. Our church has never rec- 
ognized any individual as the official interpreter of our stand- 
ards. Certainly, no professor in a seminary of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States can reasonably be required 
to accept or to be bound by interpretations placed upon our 
standards by a member of another branch of the church. Dr. 
Warfield, to whom Mr. Glasgow refers as one who “sets forth 
the historic position of our church and the historic interpre- 
tations of those positions’ was a member of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America. 

SECOND: There is the assumption that a seminary profes- 
sor has no right to hold or disseminate views that deviate, even 
in details, from the official standards of our church. Both in 
the ordination vow and in the obligation assumed by profes- 
sors at Union Seminary, one professes to accept the standards 
of our church “as containing the system of doctrine taught in 
the Holy Scriptures.” One is not required to accept all of the 
detailed statements of our standards. Furthermore, the stand- 
ards themselves obviously contemplate the possibility of changes 
being made in them, because they make provision for amend- 
ment. If the individual minister is not to be allowed to call 
attention to desirable changes, it would be forever impossible 
to amend the standards. 

THIRD: There is the assumption that there is but one 
allowable theory of the inspiration of the Bible. Mr. Glasgow 
quotes from the writings of Dr. Warfield a definition of one 
theory of inspiration. He takes the position that no Presby- 
terian minister can hold any other theory of inspiration with- 
out being disloyal to the standards of our church. Mr. Glas- 
gow seems to be unaware of the fact that while from the earliest 
times in our church, there have been some men who have held 
a theory of inspiration, which was almost, if not entirely, that 








of mechanical dictation, there have also been loyal and de- 
voted leaders of the church who have held a different view 
of inspiration. The General Assembly itself in 1928, in re- 
sponse to an overture from the Presbytery of Paris asking for 
“the interpretations of the Confession of Faith and Assembly 
deliverances on inspiration and evolution,” refused to define 
the church’s theory of inspiration. (Assembly Minutes 1928, 
page 45). Your committee would also call attention to the 
fact that the standards themselves employ very restrained 
language in defining a theory of inspiration. The Confession 
of Faith says: Chap. 1, Par. VI: 

“The whole counsel of God, concerning ALL THINGS NECESSARY 
FOR HIS OWN GLORY, MAN’S SALVATION, FAITH AND LIFE, is either 
expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary con- 
sequence may be deduced from Scripture.” 

The Shorter Catechism states that the Scriptures principally 
teach 

“what man is to believe concerning God and what duty God 

requires of man.” 
From these statements, it appears that one who holds to a 
mechanical dictation theory of Inspiration is more out of har- 
mony with our standards than is one who takes a more spirit- 
ual view of inspiration. 

FOURTH: There is the assumption that one may not accept 
the assured results of textual criticism without being disloyal 
to the Bible. The Confession states plainly (Chap. 1, Par. 7) 
that: 

“The Old Testament in Hebrew, (which was the native lan- 

guage of the people of God of old) and the New Testament in 
jreek, (which at the time of the writing of it was most gen- 
erally known to the nations) being immediately inspired by 
God, and by his singular care and providence kept pure in all 
ages, are therefore authentical.” 
Our standards make no reference to the King James Version 
of the Scriptures, and much less do they claim inerrancy for 
its text. It is a generally accepted fact that the King James 
Version is not in all details a perfect reflection of the original 
manuscripts. One is surely within his rights when he attempts 
to use or to point out to others the evidence for or against in 
regard to a particular passage of the King James Version as 
a part of the original manuscripts. One cannot be charged 
with disloyalty either to our standards or to the Scriptures 
themselves, when he questions, on the grounds of textual criti- 
cism, the right of a particular passage to a place in the Sacred 
Scriptures. 

FIFTH: There is the assumption that there is but one al- 
lowable method of interpretation of Scripture. Mr. Glasgow 
charges Dr. Thompson with not believing in the authority of 
the Scriptures because he asserts that some passages of Scrip- 
ture may be interpreted as allegories. Mr. Glasgow appears 
to be totally unaware of the fact that while there have been 
loyal representatives of our church who have been strict 
liberalists in their interpretation of Scripture, there have also 
been others, equally loyal, who have interpreted some passages 
as poetry or drama or parable or allegory or apocalyptic. 

It is the judgment of your committee that the whole force 
of Mr. Glasgow’s pamphlet is lost if these five questionable 
assumptions are not granted. 


Il. An Analysis of the Charges Contained in the Pam- 
phlet. 

Our analysis of the charges in the pamphlet leads us to 
classify them under the following heads: 

1. Some of the quotations from Dr. Thompson’s writings 
are taken out of their context, and when read in their context, 
lose the force which they appear to have when standing alone. 

The very first quotation used by Mr. Glasgow to argue that 
Dr. Thompson does not hold a sound view of inspiration serves 
to illustrate how a statement taken out of its context can be 
construed to mean something very different from what the 
author meant. 

The quotation is: “If the words of Matthew 18:16-17 were 
actually spoken by Jesus, they cannot be taken as a rule that 
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must always be followed.” Mr. Glasgow claims Dr. Thompson 
teaches that the passage may be “modified as we may decide 
or elect.” This particular lesson is based on Matthew 18:15— 
19:30, and has its subject, “The Problem of Forgiveness.” 
In the portion of the lesson from which the quotation of Mr, 
Glasgow is taken, Dr. Thompson is discussing Matthew 
18:15-17: 

15 “Moreover, if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go 
and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he 
shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 

16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or 
two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every word may be established. 

17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the 
church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be 
unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.” 


After showing that a Christian should try privately to win 
back the brother who has offended him, and if this fail to 
“take with thee one or two more” witnesses for the interview, 
Dr. Thompson writes: 


“If the words of Matthew 18:16-17 were actually spoken by 
Jesus, they cannot be taken as a rule that must be always and 
invariably followed. Oftentimes a brother wrongs us, but if 
private means of reconciliation fail, it is not serious enough for 
us to bring it before the church. On the other hand, our Book 
of Church Order is undoubtedly right when it says that no such 
offense shall be brought before the church courts unless private 
means of reconciliation have first been attempted. Jesus never 
laid down rules that we must follow in any legalistic sense. He 
does put before us in verse 15 a most important duty: the duty 
that when a member of the Christian brotherhood has wronged 
us we must seek to win him back.” 


Dr. Thompson is simply asserting that the injunctions in 
verses 15-17 should be carried out in the order in which Jesus 
gave them. It has nothing to do with inspiration. 

The “If” portion of this quotation will be discussed later 
in the report. 

Another glaring example of how a quotation taken out of 
the context can be made to have an entirely different meaning, 
is the one from September 13, 1939 issue (not September 13, 
1935 as pamphlet states), where the words: “As Professor 
Rogers puts it: ‘Isaiah of course has his chronology all wrong, 
but so do the prophets regularly.’” From the scanty refer- 
ence one would think Dr. Thompson taught that the prophets 
were wrong in recording all events. In this lesson on “Fore- 
telling the Birth of the Messianic King,” Isaiah 7:14 is being 
discussed. Isaiah is giving King Ahaz a sign that his alliance 
with Assyria is wrong, and in discussing this sign Dr. Thomp- 
son says: 

“The present passage infers, later passages make it more 
clear, that this child, Immanuel, ‘God with us,’ would ultimately 
bring deliverance. ‘Not Ahaz, not some high-born son of Ahaz’s 
house, is to have the honor of rescuing the country from its 
peril: a nameless maiden of lowly rank’ is to be the mother of 
‘the future deliverer.’ The character of the deliverer is made 
more clear in the passages that follow. 

“We pause here to note that the folly of Ahaz’s alliance with 
Assyria was made abundantly clear in the years that followed. 
The Deliverer however whom Isaiah evidently expected in his 
own generation did not come for many generations; and when 
he came, as Isaiah had foreseen, in Israel’s time of direst need, 
it was not to deliver the Jews from their oppressors, but to save 
his people from their sins (Matthew 1:21-23). The Old Testa- 
ment prophets saw clearly the principles of God’s divine govern- 
ment, and somewhat dimly the establishment of the Messiah’s 
Kingdom, but it was a more glorious deliverance than they 
anticipated, and in their own thoughts the order of events was 
sometimes telescoped. As Professor Rogers puts it: 

““Tsaiah of course had his chronology all wrong, but so do the 
prophets regularly. He expects the Messiah to come to meet 
the issue then present, or the Assyrian danger. That was wrong 
in time, but the thought is sound in principle. There will be 
no hope for Judah, or for any other people, until the Coming 
of the Messiah, Immanuel.’ ” 

2. Some improper inferences are drawn from the writings 
of Dr. Thompson which impute to him positions which he 
denies holding. 

Mr. Glasgow’s reference to Dr. Thompson’s discussion 
of John 2:14-16 illustrates this point. He credits Dr. Thomp- 
son with disbelieving in the inspiration of the Gospel accord- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





ing 
tior 
bef 
late 


the 


whi 
acc 
mit 
acc 
visi 
the 
the 
for 
cer 
to | 


of 
Ma 


jus 


18) 


th 
sil 
fe 


meemnmn AM es wh 7.hUDlhlUrhlU OCU 


—" 


pson 
ecide 
15— 
ess,” 
Mr. 
thew 


e, go 
if he 


he or 
esses 


0 the 
m be 


) win 
il to 
view, 


n by 
3 and 
ut if 
h for 
Book 
such 
‘ivate 
never 
». He 
duty 
nged 


ns in 
Jesus 


later 


ut of 
ning, 
er Td, 
fessor 
Tong, 
refer- 
phets 
Fore- 
being 
iance 
omp- 


more 
1ately 
\haz’s 
m its 
1er of 
made 


with 
owed. 
in his 
when 
need, 
) save 
Testa- 
overn- 
siah’s 

they 
Ss was 


lo the 

meet 
wrong 
rill be 


oming 
‘itings 
ch he 
ussion 


10mp- 
ccord- 


LOOK 





ing to John, and with being a pacifist. Both of these accusa- 
tions Dr. Thompson most emphatically denied when he was 
before this committee, and in his “Confession of Faith” given 
later in this report. 

It is hard to see how such inferences could be drawn from 
the quotation: 

“We may note in passing, that there is no mention of the 
whip in any of the Synoptic Gospels. It appears only in John’s 
account (2:14-16), who places the event at the beginning of Jesus’ 
ministry rather than at the end. The original Greek in John’s 
account, as reflected in the punctuation of the American Re- 
vised Version, indicates that even on this occasion Jesus used 
the whip not on the men but on the beasts. In other words, 
there is no evidence at all to indicate that Jesus used physical 
force to expel the money-changers from the temple. There is 
certainly no indication that in case of war he would be willing 
to handle a musket.” 


In this connection, Mr. Glasgow quotes from the Confession 
of Faith: Chap. 23, Par. 2. 

“It is lawful for Christians to accept and execute the office of 
Magistrate, when called thereunto . : so, for that end, they 
may lawfully, now under the New Testament, wage war upon 
just and necessary occasions.” 


It is to be noted that the word used is “may” and not must. 
Dr. Thompson denies being a pacifist. 

3. Some quotations concern matters of interpretation on 
which Presbyterians may differ without being at variance with 
our standards. 

Mr. Glasgow’s reference to Dr. Thompson’s discussion of 
divorce will illustrate this point. He claims that Dr. Thomp- 
son is at variance with our standards when he says: 

“Does it follow from Jesus’ words that Christians should 
never seek to be released from the marriage bond, except on 
the one ground of infidelity? Many think this is the only pos- 
sible course for a Christian to follow. There are others who 
feel, however, that Jesus sets before us an ideal rather than a 
rule, which permits of no exception. Divorce in Jesus’ day as 
practiced by the Jews was an injustice to the women. There 
are cases today when it seems an injustice to compel her to 
remain with her husband. It would seem to be in accordance 
with the whole genius of the Christian religion, which sets 
ideals before us rather than rules to be blindly and slavishly 
followed, that in such cases Christian people are entitled to 
seek and follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit.” 

Because Dr. Thompson feels that there might be another 
ground for divorce other than adultery, and says, “Christian 
people are entitled to seek and follow the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit,” Mr. Glasgow asserts the interpretation is wrong and 
at variance with the standards. He quotes from the Confession 
of Faith—Chap. 24. Par. 6, and incidently does not quote it 
correctly. In this chapter desertion is allowed as a ground for 
divorce as well as adultery. It is evident that the writers of 
the Confession, whom we believe were guided by the Holy 
Spirit, differ in their interpretation from Mr. Glasgow. 

The significance of Jesus’ references to guardian angels is 
also one of interpretation, and has nothing to do with the 
inspiration of the Bible. 


4. Some show a lack of knowledge as to how the Bible 
came to its present form, and a lack of appreciation of the 
value of the scholarly work done upon the texts from which 
our translations have been made. 

A good illustration of this point is Mr. Glasgow’s quotation: 
“If the words of Matthew 18:16-17 were actually spoken by 
Jesus, etc.” Here is a part of the lesson which precedes the 
misleading partial quotation: 

“There is some doubt whether those last words (verses 16-17) 
actually came from the lips of Jesus. We do not possess the 
original manuscripts on which the Gospels were written. The 
manuscripts which we do possess vary somewhat among them- 
selves. These variations are on unimportant matters and do not 
affect any vital doctrine. Nor do they affect in any way the 
inspiration of the Scriptures. For it is generally recognized 
that only the original documents were inspired. It simply 
means that as the original documents, the inspired documents, 
were copied in later times, small errors crept in almost in- 
evitably, and sometimes marginal notes made by some unin- 
spired scribe were copied in by subsequent scribes, as though 
they were part of the original text. And this is what many 
scholars think happened to these particular verses.” 
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The reference to the sources of the Gospel according to 
Matthew by Dr. Thompson comes under this same category. 
Almost any good Bible dictionary or encyclopaedia will give 
one this information. 

All of the quotations taken by Mr. Glasgow from the writ- 
ings of Dr. Thompson fall under one or more of these four 
classes, and when examined, lose whatever force they appear 
to have as presented by him in the pamphlet. 


Ill. “A Confession of Faith’ Submitted by Dr. Thomp- 
son. 


In submitting this “Confession of Faith” to the committee, 
Dr. Thompson stated that it had been prepared last summer. 

“T believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth, Sovereign Ruler of the universe, who works all 
things in accordance with his holy will, in fulfillment of his 
eternal purpose, to the manifestation of his own glory. 

“T believe in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord, 
who being the eternal Son of God, became man, being born 
of the Virgin Mary, so that he is both God and Man, and the 
only perfect Mediator between God and man, by whom alone 
we can come unto the Father. By a life of perfect obedience 
and by his substitutionary death, he satisfied divine justice, 
made a perfect atonement for sin, and reconciles us to God. 
He rose from the dead, and ascended into heaven, whence he 
shall come again to receive and reward his people, and to 
judge the world in righteousness. 

“T believe in the Holy Spirit, the third person of the God- 
head, who applies the redemption purchased by Christ. He 
persuades and enables men to obey the call of the gospel, and 
dwells continually in every believer as the Spirit of truth, of 
holiness, of power and of comfort, and is thereby the author 
of all Christian experience. 

“T believe in the Bible, the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament, all of whose books are given by inspiration of 
God, and which is to be accepted as the Word of God, the 
only infallible rule of faith and practice. I believe in the 
church, which is the body of Christ, the fullness of him who 
filleth all in all, and that God has chosen us in him before 
the foundation of the world that we might be holy and with- 
out blemish before him in love. 

“T believe that man was created in the image of God, and 
that he fell in Adam. I believe in original sin, in the neces- 
sity of regeneration by the power of the Holy Spirit, in justi- 
fication by faith, in sanctification by the Spirit, in the 
resurrection of the body, and in life everlasting. 

“T sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith and 
the catechisms of our church as containing the system of 
doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures. 

“T approve the government and discipline of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States. 

“T promise subjection to my brethren in the Lord. 

“T promise to be zealous and faithful in maintaining the 
truths of the gospel and the purity and peace of the church, 
whatever persecution or opposition may arise unto mé on that 
account.” 


Conclusion 


In view of the above findings, it is the judgment of this 
committee : 

FIRST. That Mr. Glasgow has not established his con- 
tention that Dr. Thompson is disqualified for having a place 
on the faculty in a Seminary in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church; 

SECOND. That Dr. Thompson, who has served the church 
faithfully and acceptably as a professor at Union Theological 
Seminary for more than twenty years, and in addition as pastor, 
author, teacher-and presbyter, is in spirit as well as in mind 
thoroughly loyal to the Scriptures and to the standards of our 
church, that he is entitled to the love and confidence of the 
church as a Christian gentleman, a scholar, an author, and a 
servant of the Master, and that his presence on the faculty of 
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EDITORIAL 


The Selma Attack 


The widely publicized charges recently 
made against the leadership of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., have been in- 
flated far beyond their merit—even if it 
could be claimed that they had a slight 
basis of truth to them (OvuTLOOK, Nov. 
2). 

Now that the names of the Selma, Ala., 
incorporators are available it is under- 
standable that John Ames was unwilling 
to tell the press who was associated with 
him, for the legal instrument shows only 
two other names: Mrs. Ames and O. L. 
Green, an employee of Ames. 

This fact underscores a more pene- 
trating question: Who is really sponsor- 
ing this abortive program? Who is mas- 
terminding this undercover attack upon 
some of the best and most highly honored 
Christian names in the church? The 
material in the initial pamphlet makes 
it quite clear that certain others are deep- 
ly involved in this campaign and in the 
long run they will doubtless be unmasked. 
Here may be suggested a duty facing 
some presbyteries. 

This episode raises several questions 
of concern. One of these relates to the 
newspapers, the wire services and report- 
ers—and responsibility. 

It is probably true that no church in 
America has had more widely-spread 
headlines across the country during the 
past year than those marking the recent 
Selma attack, but when you find the facts 
in the case you discover that you have 
one man, his wife and an employee who 
are attracting this attention. 

What determines legitimate news, any- 
way? Is there no relationship to respon- 
sibility ? 














In the light of the “list” of incorpora- 
tors in Selma, the New York Times head- 
line would seem to be a trifle exagger- 
ated: “Rebellion Grips Church in South 
. . . Presbyterian Laymen Seek to Over- 
throw ‘Machine of Liberal Ministers.’ ” 

Does anyone think it possible to secure 
equal space and headlines to give the 
real story behind the Selma onslaught? 

Another serious question points to the 
churchmen, officers and ministers, who 
are responsible for this shameful attack. 
These men are sworn to a form of gov- 
ernment that is foreign to such procedure. 
They have made solemn vows to uphold 
the government of the Presbyterian 
Church and a Book of Church Order 
which carefully outlines the steps to be 
taken if charges are to be preferred 
against an individual. The General As- 
sembly has repeatedly condemned any 
other procedure as it has laid “a solemn 
charge upon its ministers to bring charges 
against ministers or courts of the church 
only in the regular way set forth in the 
Book of Church Order.” 

The Assembly’s injunction is based 
on fairness and order but it also recog- 
nizes this fact—that irresponsible charges 
like those issuing from Selma can sow 
seeds of distrust in thousands of minds 
and raise a clamor, based on those false 
charges, that may not be dissipated for 
a long time. 

The method of the Selma publication 
would appear to raise serious questions 
about the ordination vows of the minis- 
ters and officers involved. 

In so far as Dr. Thompson, chief 
target of the attack, is concerned, the 
well-remembered Glasgow case of 1940- 
41 was shown to be without substantial 
basis as a result of a presbytery investi- 
gation unanimously approved at that 
time, with Dr. Thompson given high 
commendation and support both by the 
presbytery and the trustees of Union 
Seminary in Virginia. 

This careful study of the charges re- 
sulted in a complete refutation of them 
and it included “A Confession of Faith,” 
volunteered by Dr. Thompson, revealing 
his deep commitment and sound position. 
Rather than acceeding to the Glasgow 
charges, the investigating committee gave 
Dr. Thompson enthusiastic support, 
called him “a distinct asset” to the sem- 
inary, and urged that his personal sum- 
mary of belief be given wide distribution 
“for the inspiration and guidance of 
others.” That action, it should be re- 
called, was by unanimous vote of the 
presbytery. 

Another question that arises is more 
serious. In the long run, who suffers 


from such an attack? Surely not those 
attacked or even the institutions or agen- 
cies they serve. When the facts are re- 
vealed, they invariably rise higher in the 
esteem and affections of the people while 
the attackers are discredited. Who suf- 
fers in the long run? It is probably a 
company of earnest but not well informed 
people who are made suspicious, who 
become distrustful and fearful, and who 
develop skeptical attitudes toward the 
church and its leadership. Many of 
them, needing and longing for the en- 
couragement and help that these great 
leaders could offer, have a curtain of 
fear dropped before them. In the face 
of their persisting needs, they are made 
to suffer deeply and perhaps for the rest 
of their lives. Who suffers? The man 
who is estranged from the church, away 
and apart from it, who should be the 
object of evangelistic appeal. He suffers 
for he is made suspicious, or deepened 
in his long-held opinion that the church 
is unworthy or full of bickering people. 
He suffers because he is pushed farther 
from the church’s ministry and the gos- 
pel of God which it offers him. Who 
suffers? Many an earnest pastor, already 
burdened with congregational cares, is 
given an added load of responsibility, 
reassuring officers and members who 
have been troubled by these baseless 
charges. In congregation after congrega- 
tion, an atmosphere of suspicion or fear 
is encouraged because of the distrust of 
leadership which such attacks encourage. 

These and countless more are made 
to suffer. 

Will those men who have inspired and 
encouraged Mr. Ames in this attack, 
kindly tell us: Is it worth it? 


Editorial Inquiry 


In the recent appearance of Robert E. 
Kintner, president of the National 
Broadcasting Co., before the House sub- 
committee investigating television quiz 
shows, some interesting facts involving 
newspaper reporting were brought to 
light. 

Mr. Kintner said that in September, 
1957, the New York Journal American 
was considering running a story declar- 
ing that a former contestant received an- 
swers from the producer. The New York 
Post, he said, had previously looked into 
the same matter but had decided not to 
run a story on it. Representatives of the 
producers claimed that the former con- 
testant’s charges were wild fabrications 
and were an effort at extortion. The pro- 
ducers “had an excellent reputation in 
the industry.” The Journal American 





Committee Report, continued from page 7 
Union Theological Seminary is a distinct asset to that institu- 


tion; 


THIRD. That Dr. Thompson’s Confession of Faith is an 
excellent summary of Christian belief, and should be published 
in our church papers for the inspiration and guidance of 


others; 
8 


FOURTH. That this investigation (Book of Church Order, 
Par. 183) does not find any grounds for the institution of 


process against Dr. Thompson by the presbytery. 


D. T. CALDWELL, Chairman, 
CHARLES W. KERNAN, 
GEorGE L. Cooper, 
W. L. Carson, 


A. S. JOHNSTONE, 
R. S. Gray, 
W. F. H. Enos. 
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MY RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
OTHER CHRISTIANS 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


Footnote to— 
“Tend the flock of God that is your 
charge.” —2 Peter 5:2. 


ee T’ ACH MEMBER of the church is 

minister to his brother . . . priest 
to his brother . . . [and] shepherd.” So 
Dr. Rachel Henderlite sums up a great 
teaching of the Reformers, the priesthood 
of all believers. 

Our trouble is, as many have observed, 
that we take priesthood in the sense of 
privilege, rather than responsibility. Most 
Christians who have heard the expres- 
sion, “priesthood of all believers,” think 
it means mainly my right to approach 
God directly, without any go-betweens. 
It does mean that. But a study of the 
New Testament will make it clear that 
the other meaning is just as vital: respon- 
sibility for other Christians before God. 

Peter is speaking directly to elders in 
the sentence quoted above. Unlike Paul, 
who later laid out at some length the 
qualifications of an elder as a person, 
Peter suggests in a familiar figure of 


speech what the elder is supposed to do. 
A familiar figure at that time, we should 
say; for the shepherd has vanished from 
our American scene except in some places 
in the west. At the time Peter wrote, 
no one had to explain the duties of a 
shepherd ! 

If there were such a word, we could 
speak of the “shepherd-hood of all be- 
lievers.”” Most of us know unofficial, un- 
designated shepherds and shepherdesses. 
The difference between the official and 
the unofficial shepherds, priests or elders 
is that the official group are directly and 
publicly responsible to the church, as not 
every one is. They constitute a body, an 
organized group, as the others do not. 
But poor is the church with no shepherds 
except the official elders! 


HE DUTIES of a shepherd were 
the obvious three: Guiding, feeding, 
guarding. “The Lord is my shepherd. 
. . » He leadeth me. .. .” If our inter- 
pretation here is correct, then Saint Peter 
means to say that Christians have the 





shortly notified NBC officials that it was 
abandoning the story. 


All this is extremely interesting in view 
of procedures followed by the wire serv- 
ices and newspapers in giving extrava- 
gantly inflated publicity to the baseless 
charges of one man in Selma, Ala., at- 
tacking honored and respected Christian 
leaders in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
who, it might be said, “had an excellent 
reputation in the industry.” 


Not one of these reporters seemed in- 
terested to ferret out the information that 
John Ames of Selma, Ala., had asso- 
ciated with him as incorporators of Pres- 
byterian Laymen, Inc., only his wife and 
one of his own employees. None of whom 
we have heard was the least bit con- 
cerned that great damage could be done 
an honored church and its notable lead- 
ership because of one man’s wild and 
baseless charges. 


What, it might reasonably be asked, 
would give a television quiz show a status 
that respected Christian leaders in a 
church are denied? 


If you wish to pass this serious in- 
quiry to editors in your community who 
used the Selma, Ala., story, with a request 
that they answer this question for us, it 
might be appropriate. 


* * * 


PREACHING is not speech about reli- 

gion; it is a religious person speaking. 
—Joun Knox of Union Seminary, New 
York, in The Integrity of Preaching, 
Abingdon Press. 
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Limits of Charity 


The extensive correspondence (page 2) 
dealing with a regrettable situation which 
Westminster Presbytery was compelled to 
correct in recent years should be a re- 
minder that despite our preferences we 
sometimes must act as that presbytery 
acted. 

If church bodies fail to support their 
constitutional processes, as they are 
pledged to do, they will live to regret it 
— if they live at all. It is shameful but 
true that an occasional unscrupulous op- 
erator will invade a congregation and 
seek to alienate it, planting suspicion and 
distrust in present programs and leader- 
ship. Some of these forces are at work 
in the open, wooing ministers and con- 
gregations as they seek to add to their 
own following. 

One discredited worker, with dimin- 
ishing support in his own thrice-split de- 
nomination, is currently expanding his 
evil influence, attacking respected church- 
es and their leadership. With more than 
50 radio stations in tow, he is pleading 
now for money to enable him to operate 
over 300 stations, carrying on his villi- 
fication of honored churchmen and 
Christian groups. 

In this issue (page 4) an open invita- 
tion is extended former United Presby- 
terian ministers by one branch of the 
divided Bible Presbyterian body, again 
planting suspicion and distrust as the 
basis of its hope. 

To permit such operators as these to 
invade a congregation is certainly not 
required by Christian charity. 


responsibility of guiding their fellow- 
Christians. This does not mean that we 
should be forever sticking our noses into 
others’ affairs. It does mean at least that 
we should not be leading others astray, 
and that our example should always be a 
good one. At the most, it means that all 
those in the congregation with skill in 
analyzing human situations and in coun- 
seling persons in trouble, are responsible 
for using that gift, under God, for the 
help of the perplexed. 

Again, it will be every Christian’s duty 
as a shepherd to feed the flock of God. 
Knowing Saint Peter as we do, we can 
guess he was not speaking of a well- 
stocked church kitchen. We may not feel 
sure of just what he did mean, but let 
us venture a thought which may be a 
part of what he intended. What do we 
feed into other people’s minds, when 
we talk with them, especially the minds 
of our fellow-Christians? Trash? Poi- 
son? Or take a special responsibility: 
books. Who besides the minister is con- 
cerned to see that the members of your 
church “fill their minds with noble 
thoughts”? Never in the lifetime of this 
writer have so many good and often 
specifically Christian books, been avail- 
able at such low prices. But it is safe 
to say that in most congregations many 
of the members are not aware of what 
treasures can be had for the price of a 
square meal. Does your session have a 
Book Committee ? If that title sounds 
ridiculous it only shows how widespread 
is the notion that Christian living has 
nothing to do with thinking. 


HE THIRD DUTY of the shepherd 
was protection for his flock. This 
solved fights with other shepherds and 
sometimes with wild animals. The mod- 
ern shepherd’s transposition of this means 
that each of us is responsible before God 
for keeping our Christian brothers and 
sisters safe. Safe from temptation, to 
name one danger. Not that we can shield 
others from all temptation and so keep 
then from the least degree of sin. But 
at the lowest, we have no business being 
a channel of temptation, in speech or in 
habits. And at the highest, each Chris- 
tian is responsible for helping his fellow- 
Christians build the kind of character that 
resists temptations as asbestos resist fire. 
One more thought. When it comes time 
to elect official elders, which makes better 
sense: to choose persons who will now 
be forced to begin, late and awkwardly, 
to fulfill responsibilities they have been 
shirking up to now; or to select persons 
who have already shown a sense of re- 
sponsibility and developed some degree 
of skill, as they have shared in the work 
of the Shepherd of us all? 





NEXT WEEK’S LETTERS... 
On Montreat Policy 
A Layman on Ministerial “’Failure”’ 
Boards and Tobacco Stocks 











Women's Program Year Is 


Upheld by General Council 


No change in the present schedule of 
Presbyterian, U. S., Women’s Work has 
been found to be needed by the General 
Council, it was reported in the November 
meeting. A motion was made from the 
floor of the last General Assembly ask- 
ing “that the Women of the Church be 
directed to keep their work year as at 
present.” The General Council, studying 
the matter, reported that no plan has been 
made by the women for a change in their 
fiscal year which is the same as that of 


the church, January to January. The 
program of the women is being changed, 
however, to allow for the election of 
officers and the beginning of formal pro- 
gram activities in the fall instead of in 
January, corresponding closely to the 
schedule followed in most Sunday schools. 
This program work year proposed by the 
Women’s Board is within the province 
of its authority and creates no conflict, 
the General Council said. 
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REPRINTS ARE OFFERED 


The symposium on smoking (OuTLOoK, Oct. 19) is very good—handles 
all aspects with good sense and good nature. How about reprints? I'd 


Requests for reprints have been so great that they have been made 
available, along with letters from Outlook readers. Orders are now 
being received at: $4 per 100; $2.50 for 50; $1.50 for 25; $1 for 10 


512 East Main St. e 


C. R. STEGALL, JR. 


Richmond 19, Virginia 
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The Presbyterian Outlook, 512 E. Main St., Richmond 19, Va. 


Maan eee newer meme em mm meee eee eee ee eee wee ee eseseeee sees sees em ewww eee eee ee een 


A sub-committee studying phases of 
the life and work of the church made a 
preliminary report on the office of the 
minister. Strengthening the church’s 
program, it said, requires careful con- 
sideration of the role of the minister 
and the success of the program as it looks 
at the enlistment, training and nurture 
of ministers where improvements might 
be made. Other areas will be subjected 
to further study before a report is made. 

The moderator of the General Assem- 
bly, Ernest Trice Thompson, an ex-officio 
member of the Council, reported the 
church to be in a very “healthy condi- 
tion” as a whole. Dr. Thompson ex- 
pressed his pleasure at the large number 
of young men and women who are taking 
a greater share in the work and service 
of the church. 


Salary Scales 


Following an Assembly-authorized 
study of existing salary scales and poli- 
cies within board and agencies, the Gen- 
eral Council has acted to bring together 
the executives of these agencies to devise 
means for exchanging information on job 
classifications, salaries and wages, poli- 
cies for promotion, for benefits and sim- 
ilar matters. 

Unanimous support was given the des- 
ignation of Oct. 15, 1961 as the date for 
a “Centennial Offering” in connection 
with the 100th anniversary celebration 
of the establishment of the church. The 
Assembly’s Centennial committee re- 
quested that this date be set when an 
offering will be divided equally between 
evangelistic efforts in the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., and a gift to sister 
churches of the Reformed faith overseas. 
This will be a thank-offering for bless- 
ings of the past 100 years. 

“Christian Worship” was designated 
as the 1964 churchwide study emphasis. 
As recommended by the program com- 
mittee, the objectives will be to “explore 
the implications of our doctrines of God 
and of man for the worship of the church, 
to re-discover our Christian heritage of 
worship, particularly that of the Reform- 
ed faith, to become aware of and learn 
from contemporary expressions of wor- 
ship throughout Christendom, and to 
enable people to understand the purpose 
and elements of worship and thereby to 
engage in worship which is appropriate, 
sincere and meaningful.” 


943 an Jdea! 


BREAKFAST STUDY 


A Pastor’s Breakfast Bible Class 
is conducted in the First church, 
Houston, Texas, by Charles L. 
King this year. Beginning at 6:00 
a.m. on alternate Tuesdays, the 
group is served breakfast after 
which Dr. King deals with individ- 
ual books of the Bible. 
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Tully D. Blair, president of the Se- 
curity Life and Trust Co., Winston- 
Salem, N. C., was elected chairman of 
the General Council succeeding E. B. 
McGukin, Lynchburg, Va. 


10 Months’ Receipts 
Reported by Agencies 

Presbyterian, U. S., receipts reported 
by Assembly agencies through October 31 
show significant gains by some boards 
and a slight reduction by two: 

ANNUITIES AND Retier (Atlanta), $214,- 
889 (last year, same time: $215,703); 
42.2% of the budget (last year: 40%). 

CHRISTIAN EpucaTion (Richmond), 
$344,936 ($283,923); 41% (38.6%). 

CHURCH EXTENSION (Atlanta), $749,271 
($695,236); 41% (35.4%). 

GENERAL Funp (Atlanta), $520,883 
($414,683); 39% (37%); INTERCHURCH 
AGENCIES, $10,409 ($12,829); 44% (45.3%). 

WoRLp Missions (Nashville), $2,748,593 
($2,523,409); 60.6% (55.7%). 


POPE’S APPOINTMENT OF 
VON PAPEN IS OPPOSED 


Bonn, WEST GERMANY (RNS)—Gov- 
ernment circles here as well as many 
Roman Catholics in West Germany were 
reported disturbed by Pope John XXIII’s 
confirmation of a prominent politician of 
the Nazi era as Papal Secret Chamber- 
lain. 

Franz von Papen, who served as vice- 
chancellor and in other important posts 
under Hitler, originally was awarded 
this personal title by Pope Pius XI. 

Limited to the reign of the awarding 
Pontiff, the title may be renewed by his 
successor. It has now been learned that 
while Pope Pius XII had rejected von 
Papen’s application for renewal, Pope 
John confirmed it last July. 


FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e EF. E. Cummings, the poet, 
is fond of using the word “undead” to 
describe people who exist but only just! 
3y no stretch of imagination could one 
call them tinglingly and vibrantly alive. 
Perhaps we could do with a few more 
such terms. What about “unill’ for ex- 
ample, to describe the many people who 
are not in obvious need of a doctor, but 
are by no means full of positive and 
glowing health? Or a word like “un- 
wrong” to denote those of us who are 
negatively correct, but by no means af- 
firmatively and gloriously right, that is, 
positively and creatively related to our 
Maker? 

TUESDAY © Whenever I see a road- 
side billboard with the text, “Prepare to 
meet thy God,” I wonder why people 
assume that it refers to the stern, retribu- 
tive, side of God. There is more in the 
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New and umportant— 


from DOUBLEDAY 


THE VOYAGE OF THE GOLDEN RULE: 
An Experiment with Truth 

Albert Bigelow. The story of the most effective, non-violent protest 
against nuclear weapons — the Golden Rule's voyage to the proscribed 
Eniwetok test area —is told by the skipper who guided this famous 
ketch and her three-man crew across the Pacific. Peril at sea and 
prison life enliven this testament of courage and conviction and its 
eloquent plea for humanity. Illustrated. $ 


YOUR MONEY AND YOUR CHURCH 


Richard Byfield and James P. Shaw. The Episcopal Diocese of Cali- 

fornia has just tested this plan for sound church financing through a 

tithing standard, and finds that “the life of the church takes on a whole 

new tone and, just incidentally, the money problems rs 
3 


THE ALMOST CHOSEN PEOPLE: 
A Study of the Religion of Abraham Lincoln 
William J. Wolf. Lincoln has been classed as everything from an 


atheist to the most devout of believers. Mr. Wolf gives us a very 


readable and fully documented study, which is the first authoritative 
volume on the subject since 1920. 


THF PRESSURE OF 
OUR COMMON CALLING 


W. A. Visser't Hooft. As the third assembly of the World Council 
of Churches approaches, its main spokesman propounds an ideology 
for the ecumenical movement that is as relevant to the local scene 
as to the World Council. That Christian unity, service, and fellowship 
in the modern world both require and produce unity is the theme of 
this realistic and persuasive book. $2.50 


PASTOR NIEMOLLER 


Dietmar Schmidt. Since his successful autobiography From U-Boat 
to Pulpit appeared 25 years ago, Martin Niemoller has been an im- 
portant controversial figure in German politics and world Christi- 
anity. This frank appraisal, based on long personal acquaintance, tells 
not only the story of his early life but also of his face-to-face denuncia- 
tion of Hitler, his blunt opposition to nuclear weapons — and of the 
time when a priest barely dissuaded him from becoming a Roman 
Catholic when in prison. Illustrated. $3.95 


At all booksellers 
DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY, INC. 


Garden City New York 
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THE SERMON 
ON THE MOUNT 


AND ITS MEANING 
FOR TODAY 


Shows the teachings of Jesus to 
constitute a vital and workable 
guide to everyday living. “Lay- 
men will thoroughly enjoy the 
book. They will find it a clear, 
vivid, extremely readable and 
practical explanation of the 
greatest sermon ever preached 
on this earth.”—Lutheran Com- 
panion. 
Cloth bound. An excellent gift. 
$2.25 


MEETING GOD 
THROUGH THE 
BEATITUDES 


A 32-page booklet which you 
will want for yourself and for 
distribution to every member of 
your church. 8 copies for $1. 
Or, in lots of 100, 10¢ each. 





Choose these Books by 


E. T. Thompson 


for Inspiration and Knowledge 





ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON, Moderator of 
the General Assembly, Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., Professor of Church History in Union 
Theological Seminary, is in constant demand as 
a speaker and Bible teacher. For 36 years he 
has written the weekly comments on the Uni- 
form Lesson in THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
People who use this help will also want his 
other writings offered here. 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 
and Its Meaning for Today 
The oldest and most vivid of the Gospels interpreted to reveal Christ more 


fully as he really was. For teaching or studying Mark’s Gospel, and for 
devotional reading. A helpful gift book. 


$2.95 


THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, Portfolio, $1 
HIGHLIGHTS IN THE BOOK OF ACTS, Portfolio, $1 
STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK, Portfolio, $1 


Portfolios may be combined and ordered in quantity lots for reduced 


prices for classes: 6 for $5; 12 for 10; 25 for $20. 








ee ee es cs cee ees es ee ee ee es oe eo CLIP AND MAIL «qn cee cee ee ee ee oe ee ee ee ee ee oe 
(0 For your promptness in ordering the above books 
($3 minimum) we will send you a copy of the 24- 





page booklet “The Bible for Today” by Ernest 
Trice Thompson. 








OUTLOOK BOOK SERVICE 


512 E. Main Street, Richmond 19, Va. 
YES, send me the following books by Dr. Thompson: 














(1 OR, SEND ALL TITLES LISTED ABOVE FOR ONLY $7.50 
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NAME STREET 
CITY STATE 
$ t enclosed, or send bill to 





Bible about the necessity for preparing 
for God’s love than for his wrath, more 
about getting ready for the marriage feast 
than the funeral. How many people miss 
the joy of life through lack of prepara- 
tion! 


WEDNESDAY e I have just been re- 
viewing a book on Pascal. Yes, still an- 
other book about Pascal! It is the mark 
of greatness that it constantly calls for 
fresh interpretation. Every generation of 
Frenchmen finds it necessary to take 
stock of Pascal and to discover them- 
selves in the process. There are perhaps 
ten great books, Pascal’s is one of them, 
that have this power. Every age reads 
them afresh and defines its aims and 
problems in the light of them. 


THURSDAY ¢ My friend Leslie Tiz- 
ard, minister of the historic Carr’s Lane 
Church, Birmingham, who died not long 
ago at the age of 56, knew that he was 
dying of cancer. The last thing he wrote 
was about the title of a book by the 18th 
century writer, Bishop Hall, De Paucitate 
Credendorum—on the fewness of the 
things that must be believed. As we get 
older I imagine that we all come to be- 
lieve more about less, and that we let go 
of many things that once seemed to us 
important in favor of a few big things 
that can command our entire loyalty. 
Leslie’s own summary of the Christian 
gospel was the sentence of Saint Paul: 
“God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself.” 


FRIDAY e J am beginning to spot two 
types of students in my homiletics class: 
those who read for the sake of inner 
growth, and those who read for the sake 
of sermons. The latter are always look- 
ing for illustrations, the former are seek- 
ing truth. 


SATURDAY e¢ [I mentioned the other 
day that I had never driven a car: let me 
make full confession—neither do I pos- 
sess a TV set. I never see children 
gathered around the little box without 
thanking God that my own childhood 
had space and time for long solitary 
walks and day dreams, without which 
no decent childhood can come to any- 
thing. 


SUNDAY e Another Sunday spent with 
one of my student-pastors. Tinker is in 
pastoral charge of two rural congrega- 
tions and I had the joy of preaching at 
both this morning, one with 27 persons 
present, the other with 13, mostly farm- 
ers and their families. As a result I now 
formulate Martin’s Law (After all, there 
is a Gresham’s Law and a Parkinson’s 
Law, so why not a Martin’s Law?). 
Anyway, here it is: It is twice as diffi- 
cult to preach to five people than to five 
hundred. And, one has to have twice 
as much to say! Standing before a hand- 
ful of people, all padding and rhetoric 
is instantly exposed for what it is. 
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Standing by a New Convert 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for December 6, 1959 
Acts 9:10-31. Printed Text: vss. 10-20, 26-29 


Ananias didn’t want to go. 

And we can’t blame him. To go to 
see Saul under the circumstances was 
dangerous, sticking out one’s neck, as 
it were, when it wasn’t really necessary. 
And what could he hope to accomplish? 
Ananias was a member of the Christian 
community in Damascus, faithful in his 
observance of the Jewish law, highly re- 
garded not only in the church, but also 
in the Jewish community as a whole 
(Acts 22:12). But to think that he could 
make a dent in Saul’s thinking, that he 
could enlist him in the service of Christ 
was preposterous. That is what his 
friends said. Even his own wife said 
it. Besides it might be a trap. 


|. Ananias Hesitates 


And yet—how could one explain what 
had happened during the last three days? 
These strange stories. This urgent re- 
quest from Saul himself. 

All members of the church, all Jews 
in Damascus, knew about Saul. He had 
been born in Tarsus, educated in Jeru- 
salem at the feet of Gamaliel, but lacked 
this great teacher’s scholarly detachment, 
his patience, his tolerance (Acts 5 :34ff). 
He had become a rabbi, one of those 
extreme Pharisees who was convinced 
that Jews could enjoy the favor of God 
only through the most meticulous observ- 
ance of the Mosaic Law and the tradi- 
tions of the fathers which had gathered 
about it. His fury against the Naza- 
renes, as the followers of Jesus were 
called, had been aroused by a fellow- 
Hellenist, a Jew born as he was outside 
the bounds of Palestine, named Stephen. 

After the death of Jesus, his disciples 
continued to regard him as the Messiah, 
and the movement grew by leaps and 
bounds. The Sadducees, the priestly 
aristocrats, and the actual rulers of the 
Jews under the Romans, who more than 
any others had been responsible for the 
crucifixion of Jesus, were alarmed, and 
were ready to crush the movement be- 
fore it became any larger. But they 
could not secure the support of the 
Pharisees, who were the popular religious 
leaders. The leaders of the Nazarene 
cult continued to observe all Jewish cus- 
toms and with that the Pharisees were 
content. Then came Stephen, who taught 
that faith in Jesus made observance of 
the Jewish customs superfluous, and that 
the truly religious could not be tied for- 
ever to the law of Moses. Saul was en- 
raged. He was the leader of the band 
that dragged Stephen from the Temple 
and stoned him outside the city gates. 
Pharisees and Sadducees were united 
now in their determination to destroy this 
growing threat to the continued existence 
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of Judaism. Saul was put in charge of 
the persecution that followed. His zeal 
had known no bounds. Men and women 
had been thrust into prison. Some had 
been sentenced to death. The Christian 
community had been scattered. Some of 
them had fled to Damascus where they 
hoped to find peace and security. Then 
one day word came that Saul had secured 
permission to transfer his activities to 
that city, that the Sanhedrin had drafted 
a letter to the authorities in Damascus, 
asking that he be given permission to 
take Christians in that city into custody 
and bring them bound to Jerusalem. The 
Christians awaited his coming with fear 
and trembling. 

Then one day, it was just three days 
ago, as Ananias turned the thing over 
in his mind, Saul had arrived, not 
haughtily at the head of a company, but 
haltingly, stumblingly, led by his 
friends. He had gone at once to the 
home of Judas, who had a house on the 
main thoroughfare of the city, and had 
not stirred out of it since. Rumor had 
it that he was blind. And strange stories 
were being circulated. Some of his fellow- 
travelers in the caravan that brought him 
to Damascus stated that a short way from 
Damascus, at noonday, there had come 
a brilliant flash of light, lightning per- 
haps, and a rumbling sound that might 
have been thunder, but which sounded 
to some as though it were a voice, though 
they could not distinguish the words 
(9:7). Saul’s camel had shied violently, 
and Saul himself was thrown to the 
ground. When his friends lifted him up 
he could not see. He was confused, be- 
wildered, out of his mind, as it seemed 
to them. He claimed that he had seen 
the crucified Nazarene in the heavens, 
and heard him say, “Saul, Saul, why do 
you persecute me?” 

They had brought him to the house 
of Judas, where he was to be enter- 
tained. Saul had remained here now for 
three days, refusing to eat or drink, they 
said, and spending all of his time in 
prayer. Once he had inquired about the 
Christians in Damascus, particularly 
about its leaders. And now word had 
come to Ananias that he would like to 
see him. 

Ananias’ first impulse was to decline, 
but as a devout Christian he knew he 
should seek divine guidance. And so he 
went to God and prayed. “And the Lord 
said to him, Rise and go... .” 

How did the Lord speak to him? Was 
it in a dream? Was it by an audible 
voice from the heavens? Perhaps. But 
more likely it was an inward vision, an 
inward compulsion, a sense of duty, the 


prompting of conscience, as we would 
say. He knew that he ought to accept the 
invitation which had come to him. 

But he didn’t want to go. And we 
can hardly blame him. Over against 
that still small voice were other voices, 
the voice of fear, of caution, of selfish- 
ness, of inertia, and yes, the voice of 
hate. And it was so easy for them to 
disguise their true motive, to rationalize 
their objections, to make it sound plau- 
sible even to Ananias himself, “Lord, I 
have heard from many about this man, 
how much evil he has done to thy saints 
at Jerusalem; and here he has authority 
from the chief priests to find all who 
call upon thy name.” Other thoughts 
raced through his mind. This might be 
a ruse, a trick, to get him and other 
leaders of the Christian community in 
his power. He claimed to have seen 
Jesus, he was blind, so they said, but 
could it be true that a man who up to 
now had hated the very name of Jesus, 
now wanted to be his friend? And even 
if it were so, should they forgive one who 
had done them so much wrong? 

But it is not easy to silence the voice 
of God in one’s heart and mind. As 
Ananias looked back upon it in later 
years it was clear that it was the Lord 
who spoke to him, “Go, for he is a 
chosen instrument of mine to carry my 
name before the Gentiles and kings and 
the sons of Israel... .” Yes, that pos- 
sibility must be taken into account. It 
might be a ruse, this invitation which 
had come from Saul. But it might be 
sincere. Saul was a man of great ability 
and boundless energy, even his enemies 
admitted that, and he had a better edu- 
cation than the original disciples, men 
who would always be handicapped by 
their lack of training. Saul was a citizen 
of the Roman empire; his vision was 
not limited by the bounds of Palestine. 
He was a man who could be used, might- 
ily used, if only he once caught the 
vision. 

Ananias was convinced now. It was 
what Jesus would have him do. And 
so, laying aside fears and misgivings, 
Ananias entered the house of Judas 
where Saul waited in the darkness. 


Il. Ananias Acts 


Saul never forgot his first words. The 
three days Saul had spent since his vi- 
sion on the road to Damascus had seemed 
the longest days of his life. He was in 
the dark physically, mentally and spirit- 
ually. He knew he had made a terrible 
botch of his life, he did not have much 
hope for the future. Jesus might forgive 
him but he could not expect the Chris- 
tians whom he had persecuted to do so. 
The Jews who were Christians hated him 
with good reason; the Jews who were 
not Christians would despise him when 
they learned that he too had become a 
follower of the crucified Nazarene. He 
inquired of his host and learned that 
Ananias was the member of the church 
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for whom non-Christians had the great- 
est respect. He had sent a message in- 
viting Ananias to call. He was confident 
that he would come. But what would 
be his attitude? And the attitude of the 
other followers of Jesus? What place 
would there be for him in the Christian 
movement? 

Ananias had learned a lot from Jesus. 
When he came into Saul’s presence, he 
didn’t rebuke him, he didn’t show any 
bitterness or hatred, he didn’t manifest 
any feeling of superiority. He just laid 
his hand upon his shoulder and called 
him “Brother.’’ And when he pronounced 
that magic word—“brother’’—something 
happened. “Something like scales” fell 
from his eyes and he received his sight. 
But the scales which fell from Saul’s eyes 
were more than physical scales and the 
sight which he recovered was more than 
physical. The scales which fell from his 
eyes included the scales of prejudice, 
pride and privilege, the scales of class 
and race; the scales of nationalism, 
which limit our range and distort our 
vision, which blind us to the good in 
other men. He began to see for the first 
time that men who had been prejudiced 
against one another could learn to re- 
spect one another, that men who had 
formerly hated one another could learn 
to love one another, that men who had 
been wronged could learn to forgive those 
who had wronged them, that men of all 
races and classes could become brothers 
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in Christ. As Halford E. Luccock has 
written: 

“Saul’s old career had been stopped in 
full flight; the new one had not yet begun. 
Saul was wandering dazed between two 
worlds. Had he not been given any dem- 
onstration of the Christian spirit who 
can say what might have happened? In 
the outstretched hand of Ananias lay the 
future of Paul and his service to Christ. 
It was a creative handclasp. Ananias’ 
word ‘brother’ was a word of authentic 
magic; it was the open sesame to a new 
world for Paul and for the Christian 
church. It was Paul’s first experience of 
that love of which he was later to write 
that it ‘faileth never.’. . .” 

“It was a miracle, as shining as the 
light on the road. It always is. When 
that miracle has failed in situations which 
called desperately for it, what tragedies 
have followed. How many returned prod- 
igals have there been who met on the 
steps of the Father’s house some hard, 
censorious, unforgiving elder brother and 
were turned back. The tragedy of our 
world today is largely the projection of 
the tragedy of the Versailles conference, 
where no one pronounced the word 
brother. 

“Nothing else is adequate to human 
need, only that word brother. Other 
words without number are spoken—with 
no effect. General Smuts’ biographer de- 
scribes one of these other attitudes when 
she says of her subject that “the expres- 
sion of his goodwill is intellectual. He 
overlooks the individual. . . . Man is not 
a person to be loved. He is a problem to 
be solved.’... 

“Today the world is literally dying for 
want of the miracle-working word brother. 
An essayist has recently referred to ‘the 
undercurrent of hate which prevails in 
every boarding house.’ Hate certainly 
prevails in the earth’s’. international 
boarding house. The factors most evident 
in the world are those which spell division 
in every department of life, social, eco- 
nomic, international, interracial, even 
religious. Nothing but the miracle of 
Damascus can save us.” (The Acts of 
the Apostles in Present-Day Preaching, 
published by Willett, Clark and Co.) 

Saul not only regained his sight; he 
also was “filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
In simplest terms the Holy Spirit is God 
as he lives and works in man. If Saul 
was to realize the vision that had begun 
to dawn on his mind, if he was to be in 
any real sense God’s man, he must recog- 
nize that God was ready to work in and 
over and through him for the great pur- 
poses which he had at heart, that God’s 
guidance and God’s strength were avail- 
able to him through Jesus Christ. Saul 
had seen Jesus on the road to Damascus; 
he had become convinced at that time 
that Jesus was the divine Son of God, 
he had then submitted his will unto the 
Lord (22:9). But he did not receive 
the power of the Spirit until after 
Ananias (a layman incidentally) had 
clasped his hand and greeted him as his 
brother. It is not easy to forgive a man 
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who has gone wrong, resolutely to wipe 
out the past and never refer to it again. 
It is hard to estimate the spiritual power 
that may be released in a man’s life 
through an actual demonstration of the 
Christian spirit. As we think of Saul’s 
conversion on the road to Damascus, let 
us not forget that his vision of the Risen 
Christ was only the beginning of that 
experience; its culmination came when 
Ananias followed the prompting of God’s 
Spirit within his heart, went to Saul, 
took his hand in his, and called him 
brother. 

Convinced that Jesus was the Son of 
God, that he had a work for him to do, 
and that his strength was available for 
him, Saul arose and was baptized—the 
outward symbol that his sins were for- 
given and that the Holy Spirit had taken 
possession of his life. Food and physical 
strength came after this decisive step. 

It was Ananias who gave Saul his first 
understanding of Christian brotherhood. 
It was Ananias who gave him his first 
conception of the service that he might 
render through Christ. It was Ananias 
who led him into a vital realization of 
the power available through the Holy 
Spirit. 

When God first moved on his heart to 
visit Saul he hesitated. He didn’t want 
to go. He had good reasons for refusing. 
Suppose he had declined? 

We often know that there is something 
we ought to do. Can we assume that 
God is speaking to us? We can always 
find reasons for doing nothing. Suppose 
we do not respond—what will be the 
result for us, for the church? 

And then there was Barnabas. When 
Saul returned to Jerusalem after an ab- 
scence of three years the church hesi- 
tated. Fortunately, Barnabas was then, 
Barnabus, the Son of “Paraclesis,” a 
man who always seemed to be led by 
the Holy Spirit (the Paraklete). Barna- 
bas took Saul by the hand and led the 
church to accept him wholeheartedly and 
gladly. 

Saul was marvelously converted on the 
road to Damascus, but without Ananias 
and without Barnabas his conversion 
would not have borne its full fruit. The 
entire Christian community in Damascus 
rallied around Saul and encouraged him 
to his new life. Their influence too 
cannot be overlooked. The church in 
Jerusalem was naturally apprehensive. 
But it too finally accepted the erstwhile 
persecutor. And that fact too must be 
taken into account as we seek to under- 
stand Saul’s later career. 

It is still true today. Our influence 
draws men to Christ or it repels them; 
it strengthens them in their faith or 
weakens them from the battle of life. 
No one’s life is so unimportant that it 
does not count for good or for bad. God’s 
Spirit does not transform men’s lives 
without human help. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


The Alabama Ku Klux Klan is seek- 
ing to rid the state’s school libraries of 
a children’s book which is described as 
“a lot worse than The Rabbits’ Wed- 
ding.” The KKK, however, is not certain 
that any Alabama school library has the 
book which is, Two Js a Team, by the 
late Lorraine and Jerrold Beim, pub- 
lished by Harcourt, Brace. It was pub- 
lished in 1945 as a picture book for very 
young children and is the story of a 
Negro boy and a white boy who are play- 
mates. The illustrations show them vis- 
iting each other’s homes and playing with 
other children of both races, but the 
text makes no mention of the interracial 
aspect. An Alabama Klan spokesman 
said this is one of about a dozen books 
that the Klan will campaign against. 
Last August the Alabama Legislature 
sharply criticized the Public Library 
Service Division for distributing a “no- 
table books” list prepared by the Amer- 
ican Library Association. One of the 
books on the list was Stride Toward 
Freedom by Martin Luther King, Jr., the 
story of the Montgomery bus boycott 
written by its leader. 

* * x 


Charles C. West, formerly a fraternal 
worker for the Presbyterian Church in 
Germany and before that a missionary 
in China, is the author of Outside the 
Camp: The Christian and the World. 
Now associate director of the Ecumeni- 
cal Institute at Bossey in Switzerland, 
Mr. West has written this book as the 
basic study for the great conference of 
North American students on “The Chris- 
tian World Mission” to be held at Ohio 
University during the coming holidays. 
The Religious Book Club is giving the 
book as its special Christmas bonus. It 
is published by Doubleday & Co., New 
York, at $3.00. 

* * « 

A FAITH TO LIVE BY. By Stuart LeRoy 
Anderson. Oxford University Press, New 
York. 115 pp. $2.75. 

This book is the expression of firm 
Christian convictions through the media 
of little essays. They are grouped as 
meditations upon life, the parables, and 
the Apocrypha. They are not profound 
treatises, but they are original, meaning- 
ful, and are written in a very readable 
style. Dr. Anderson, who is president 
and professor of pastoral theology at the 
Pacific School of Religion, gives us 
models to indicate how great truths can 
be presented in succinct form and with 
a sympathetic concern for the needs of 
our day. These chapters have such a 
pointed and relevant thrust to them that 
preachers will be advised to use them as 
a standard to gauge the effectiveness of 
their own expression. 


DoNnALD MActLeop. 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 
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CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

H. Harold Wells, Jr., Greystone church, 
Oklahoma City, has accepted a call to the 
Springbranch church, Houston, Texas. 

Joseph O. Rand, Jr. from Dallas, Texas, 
to 435 Boone Trail, Danville, Ky., Dec. 1. 

John T. Rorex from Paragould, Ark., to 
associate minister of the Pulaski Heights 
church, 4401 Woodlawn, Little Rock, Ark. 

James T. Stevenson, Jr., from Marvell, 
Ark., to assistant minister of the Shades 
Valley church, Birmingham, Ala. 

Harold S. Mace, York, S. C. (A.R.P.), 
has accepted a call to the Arsenal Hill 
church, Columbia, S. C., effective Dec. 1. 

James A. Allison, Jr., Fort Defiance, Va., 
will become pastor of the Raleigh Court 
church, Roanoke, Va., Jan. 1. 

Philip A. Roberts, Clifton Forge, Va., 
will lead in the establishment of a new 
church in Staunton, Va. 








United Presbyterian, USA 

L. N. Page from McKeesport, Pa., to 
Box 306, Bruin, Pa. 

Richard W. Blice, Jr., West Newton, 
Pa., will lead in the establishment of 
Pittsburgh Presbytery’s 227th Congrega- 
tion in Scott Township about ten miles 
west of Pittsburgh. Visitation work will 
begin Dec. 1 and the organization of the 
church is expected in January. 

R. Craig Koedel from Dillsburg, Pa., to 
assistant minister of the First church, 
Corapolis, Pa. 

Howard D. McMurray, formerly of Phil- 
adelphia, Pa., has become pastor of Knox- 
ville U. P. church in Pittsburgh, Pa. 

James C. Henrikson, formerly of Popu- 
lar, Mont., has taken up his new work in 
the First church, Westhope, N. Dak. 

Harry J. Lichy, Jr., formerly of Porters- 
ville, Pa., to the Rocky Grove Avenue 
church, Franklin, Pa. 

Jonah W. Washington from Apache, 
Okla., to 1521 W. Oklahoma Ave., Arkan- 
sas City, Kan. 

James E. Wigley, Jr. from Meadville, 
Pa., to the Unity church, Mercer, Pa. 

David L. Ferguson has resigned as pas- 
tor of the Westminster church, Erie, Pa., 
in order to accept a call to the Harbor 
Springs, Mich., church. 

Ralph !. McConnell, who has retired 
from the pastorate of Westminster church, 
Erie, Pa., will make his home at 2121 W. 
34th St. in Erie after he and Mrs. McCon- 
nell return in February from a trip to the 
Far East. 

George O. Reemsnyder, formerly pres- 
bytery executive and stated clerk of the 
Presbytery of Cleveland, has become pas- 
tor of the Waterford, Pa., church. 

R. M. Taylor from Danville, Pa., to 22 
Thomas Rd., GlenBurnie, Md., the Harun- 
dale church. 
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DEATHS 


Mrs. S. C. Byrd (Wilhelmina Law Coz- 
by), 90, widow of a former president of 
Queens College (N.C.), died Nov. 8 in 
Winnsboro, S. C. 


MARRIED 


Catherine Wood (Mrs. Peter) Marshall, 
Washington, D. C., and Leonard Earle 
LeSourd, New York, editor of “Guide- 
posts,” were married in Leesburg, Va., 
Nov. 14, with their fathers, John A. Wood, 
Williamsburg, Va., and Howard LeSourd, 
New York, with Norman Vincent Peale, 
New York, performing the ceremony. 


ENGAGEMENT 


Sherwood F. Smith, St. Andrews church, 
Richmond, Va., and Kathleen Christian 
Murchison, Concord, N. C., presently di- 
rector of Christian education in the For- 
est Hill church of Richmond, have an- 
nounced their engagement, with the wed- 
ding to take place Dec. 31. 


CAMPUS SERVICES 


John A. Redhead, Jr., Greensboro, N. C., 
recently led Religious Emphasis Week 
services at Hampden-Sydney College. 


OGDEN ADDRESSES 


Dunbar H. Ogden, Jr., associate minis- 
ter of the First church, Huntington, W. 
Va., and formerly of Little Rock, Ark., 
recently made a series of addresses on 
“Christian Race Relations” in New York 
City, New Haven, Conn, and New Ro- 
chelle, N Y., speaking at Yale University, 
the Yale Divinity School, Union Seminary 
and elsewhere. 

He was also the speaker for the annual 


meeting of the Richmond, Va., area chap- 
ter of the Virginia Council on Human 
Relations on “The Struggle Today in the 
Soul of the South.” 
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Friedrich Rest 
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trations by Harold Minton include 24 
color plates. $3.50 
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